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PREFACE 


Over a period of nearly twenty years, Professor Arthur Christy, with the 
help of graduate work-teams, prepared the draft of the "Fact Book" which today 
survives in the Columbia University Library. Though it appears to be ready for 
the press, a careful examiner will find it only a tentative draft, with which, I 
am certain, Professor Christy himself would never have been satisfied. It is 
filled with misreadings of the Thoreau manuscript such as graduate students might 
easily make. Whole paragraphs of particularly difficult penmanship have been si- 
lently omitted from the transcription. Liberties have been taken with Thoreau's 
headings. And no attempt has been made fully to identify the sources beyond a 
listing of titles and probable editions used. The books Thoreau read and ex- 
cerpted have not been examined for the exact locations of the "facts." This in- 
exact and incomplete transcript, therefore, along with a number of other unfin- 
ished enterprises in the Thoreau field—some of them gigantic in scope—was 
rendered abortive by Dr. Christy's death and the closing of his workshop. 


I regret that I have not been able to enter into his labors and complete what 
he and his team began—much as I should have liked, under different circumstances, 
assisting into print one of his posthumous works. I have had to start at the be- 
ginning and employ other tools than were available to him and to his students in 
the 1920's and 1930's. I mention his labors with respect, however, because he 
was the first Thoreau scholar to lay out a large research plan, the "Fact Book" 
being just one of many segments. Because I have found most useful the solid 
scholarship that he managed to see into print during his lifetime, I here record 
my deep appreciation, hoping that I am herein fulfilling a part of his large de- 
sign—to open new research areas for workers in the American Renaissance, 


The first distinguishing feature of the present edition is the facsimile of 
Thoreau's manuscript. During the past decade we have discovered that no tran- 
script of a Thoreau notebook is permanently valuable. We must go back from it 
repeatedly to the holograph text for new readings, new interpretations, and new 
significances in spacings and groupings. I have, accordingly, made the facsim- 
ile and its pagination, in volume one, the basis for all transcription and com- 
mentary in volume two. If any should question my reading at any point, he may 
quickly turn to the facsimile and study it with the best tools available to him. 


The next feature is the handling of Thoreau's sources pictorially by inter- 
weaving transcriptions with reproductions from many of the pages which he ex- 
cerpted. This plan has provided a useful context for large parts of the "Fact 
Book" and has helpfully revealed the nature of the sources which he frequently 
and retentively read from cover to cover, even though he recorded but a few 
"facts" from them. 


The final feature—indispensable, I believe—is the detailed index, which 
links the facsimile, the transcription, and the commentary. The researcher will 
find in it a "brave new world" of possibilities; the editor of new Thoreau scrip- 
ture will welcome a great time-saver; and the seeker after a dissertation sub- 
ject may quickly reach his journey's end. 


I am grateful to Miss Elizabeth C. Ford, former curator, and to Miss Eleanor 
L. Nicholes, present curator, of the Harry Elkins Widener Memorial Library at 
Harvard University for permission to publish the "Fact Book" and for patience 
during a research which has proved more difficult and time-consuming than I had 
at the start (in 1958) fully anticipated. I owe special thanks to Mrs. Mary Dob- 
bie, of New York City, to Professor Lewis Leary, of Columbia University, and to 
Professor William A, Jackson, of the Houghton Library at Harvard, for assisting 
in the transfer of permission to edit. Dr. Odell Shepard encouraged the enter- 
prise by stressing its importance. Since Thoreau found most of his books in the 
Harvard College Library, I have necessarily spent profitable hours in its stacks, 
finding its facilities indispensable and its hospitality unrivalled. 


New Year's Day, 1965. oe K. W. C. 
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